Philippians 3:2-7 May 29, 2016

Philippians: Gospel Partnership

Confidence in Christ

Philippians 3:2-7 ESV [2] Look out for the dogs, look
out for the evildoers, look out for those who
mufilate the flesh. [3] For we are the circumcision,
who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ
Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh—[4]
though I myself have reason for confidence in the
flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for
confidence in the flesh, | have more: [5]
circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; [6] as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless. [7] But whatever gain |
had, | counted as loss for the sake of Christ.

The person and work of Christ is the only thing of ultimate value
therefore we ought to be vigilant to be found in him.
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Three Comparisons Indicating thatCharististife.

1. A General Comparison: Philippians versus Them (people who
claim to be in the church)

Identity — Dogs vs. Circumcision
Dogs
e not alovable pet, an inconsequential creature in a miserable
condition
e confron ted the oponents view of Jewish privilege, now
privilege is determined by one's relationship to Christ
e cling to Christ you will share in the feast, cling to anything else
and you remain outside scavenging food
e talking to those who were adversaries, but frue for all not found
in Christ — Arrogant?
> 'lMong wonbial v an pltinode senge
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Circumcision

e Circumcision was a mark of identity with the people of God
e This is the circumcision of the heart, produced by the Spirit -

Jeremiah 4:4
e This is the identity of those who belong in the new covenant,

that are in Christ
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Conduct - Evildoers vs. Spiritual worshippers
Evildoers = euil worker

e Contrary to fellow-worker Epaphroditus

¢ They are not gospel- partners

e May be pointing to the fact that they rely on their own works
(circumcision)

o My work vs Christ's work

Spiritual Worshippers ——bu)or;/up .j ‘va,r%‘om "

o Worship refers to carrying out religious duties — the service one

offers to God Mu = d% s AL 0,& ﬁv

A life oriented fowards serving God, not men W b& what &m

Confidence - Mutilating vs. Glorying
Mutilate the flesh
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e They claimed to promote circumcision but were really
promoting muftilation hecause ot the True circumersion
e They had confidence in a path to God whose foundation was

obedience to the Law
e They were glorying in their ability to earn their own salvation

through works A Do&w» ool wilat o lait m
Glory-ing in Christ Jesus L singendy) ,‘e"hg"“ﬁ —'H oo 4 Goov ‘”&)ch”

¢ GClory = to boast or take pride in, thus their confidence, %6 @
boasting, bragging is in Christ E“”s rc,)o\u?d
e Similarly, they put no confidence in the flesh
o Our works, born out of the flesh (frailty living under the bondcge/
of sin and death) are not worthy of our confidence- false hope
e Christ is our confidence, not our works
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A comparison that results in a stark contrast between those who are
in Christ and those who only claim to be.

e Yo "1 curisT 7 o, oMY CUn (MG 76 BE

2. A Specific Comparison: Them versus Saul (Paul pre-conversion)

W

Things One Cannot Influence
e circumcised on the eighth day
o literally, "with respect to circumcision, an €itght-dayer”
o he is part of the covenant with Abraham

e of the people of Israel
o one could be circumcised and be a non-lsraelite

o Paulwas a true blood, a genetic Israelite, an ethnic
Israelite

e of the tribe of Benjamin
o the fribe of Benjamin were known for being the faithful

remnant after the exile in Babylon

e d Hebrew of Hebrews
o an odd phrase that likely means that by every
measurement possible, Paul is a Jew second to none
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Things Which One Can Influence
e as to the law, a Pharisee
o held in high regard, particularly for their strict observance,
even versus the dogs
o one of the spiritual elite of Judaism
o Paul was strict

e qs to zeal, a persecutor of the church
o an indication of intensity — on fire, passionately devoted
o Paul was more zealous

e qas to righteousness under the law, blameless.
o Within the framework of the Law
o No outstanding guilt under the provision of the law
o Paulwas unstained

Even by their own standards, and with their own warped and twisted
framework, the adversaries had nothing on Paul. Whether things
dependent solely on God's providence or in things in which one's
own actions play an integral part, Paul wins by comparison. He
demonstrates through the comparison that they even fail on by their
own reckoning. This sefs up his last comparison for a convincing
demonstration of the superiority of Christ and of being found in Him.
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3. A Universal Comparison: Saul versus Paul
Everything is Loss Compared to Christ

e “But whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for the sake of
Christ.”

e All things which we make much of — ethnicity, nationality, coétccaﬁon,
accomplishments, discipline, passion, heritage, inheritance,cononic 81%14%7
identity, conduct — pales in comparison to Christ

e Being found in Christ decimates all other things by which we
might evaluate our lives. N

& g

Paul's comparison are not really between the Philippians and the ‘(MW%&
"dogs" who they are in conflict with. Paul's comparison is ultimately <« "5‘5
between being found in Christ and being found outside of Christ. Al

things that we might consider gain, whether we are Philippians or

Jews or zealous or disciplined or admired or ignored or virtuous or

evil, all things are a loss compared to Christ.

Comparing and Counting

Compare:
e Christians , uhen You evnlucte youn Ufy 5 Tode stock

o Not with other people, but with Christ

o 2 Corinthians 10:12 ESV [12] Not that we dare to classify or
compare ourselves with some of those who are
commending ’rhemselves.@u’r when they measure
themselves by one another and compare themselves with
one another, they are without unders’ronding:.]

o Let Christ be the standard of all your comparing
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¢ Non-Christians W W
o Not arrogant, you think I'm wrong )

o There is nothing in us that ultimately amounts to anything
worthwhile apart from Christ
o Compare what you have to fhat Him

%W,QW)M kpe

Count: ¢ (
o Count the benefits — forgiveness, peace with God, justification,

purpose, eternity — But don't stop there

WV\%’. Count Christ — Compare all things to the one true standard, the

person of Christ
e Put your confidence in Him



